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1. There are increasing indioations that fiarit's eontrcl over the

} ruling militery group is weaksning to the point where some of als
disgruntled military supporters might be tsmpted to try B oouy,

| A, Ever mince the ailing Sarit's basty retwrn from England n»d

abrogation of the constitution iast month, he has insisteé on

holding all the reins of govermment,

25X6 |

B, He has also antagonized some key military lesders by not 25X6
consulting them on matters affecoting thelr personal intercets.

i C. Although Sarit may scon install & provisional esbinet with

himself as premier, this in itself will probably do little

to halt the current drift.

I1. A big factor is Sarit's precarious health, which militates apiinst

the firm lesdership necessary to kesep ambitions underlings under
25X1B

control.

: ‘ W A
| 111. Should Sarit fall from power, Jhis mt gi'.limtlg;vr successor would be

General Prapat, the former interior minister,
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B

A, Prapat ,_ is strongly opposed in the

military group by the relatively moderate, reformist elements

25X6 best epitomiged by foruwer Premier Thanom,

B. Both the Prapat and the Thanom factions have besen critieal

of Sarit®s recent psrformance,

Approved For Release 2001/08/08 : CIA-RDP79R00890A001000070008-1




